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of 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Ilminster  Urban  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  1952. 

The  health  of  the  town  was  good  during  the  year.  There  was 
no  epidemic  disease.  The  health  services  continued  to  work 
smoothly. 

I regret  that  I have  to  record  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  J.A. 
Slater  in  June  1952.  During  his  period  of  service  as  Sanitary 
Inspector  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  town  improved  mainly 
due  to  his  conscientious  and  energetic  approach  to  his  work. 

The  Housing  Programme  progressed  in  1952  and  more  houses  were 
were  completed  and  more  are  under  construction  than  when  I last 
reported.  I am  also  pleased  to  note  that  there  are  ~J0  fewer 
applicants  for  our  houses  than  a year  ago. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  help  and  the  courtesy  they  have  shown 
me  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.M. McCALL. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SECTION  Ac 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area* 

Population 

The  Registrar  General  Gives  the  estimated  mid  year  popula- 
tion of  Ilminster  for  1952  as  2,6l3»  Appendix  A,  Table  I shows 
the  main  statistics  for  the  town. 

Birth  Rats 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  was  15*3  per  thousand  and  is  the 
same  as  15-3  P®r  thousand  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  Full 
details  can  be  seen  in  Appendix  A,  Table  II. 

Death  Rate 

The  Death  Rate  was  10. 7 almost  identical  with  last  year  and 
compares  favourably  with  11.3  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 
Appendix  A,  Table  III  shows  full  derails  of  the  causes  of  death. 
Heart  disease  was  again  the  greatest  killer  and  together  with 
disease  of  the  circulation  was  the  cause  of  more  than  half  the 
deaths  during  the  period  under  review. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  was  one  case  of  infant  mortality  due  to  a congenital 
malformation.  There  were  no  stillbirths. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  again  that  there  were  no 
cases  of  maternal  mortality  in  Ilminster  during  the  year. 

Social  Conditions. 

Your  social  services  were  unchanged  during  the  year  and 
unemployment  remained  at  a low  level. 


The  General-Provision  of  Health  Services  in.  theArs a.-> 

Since  1948  when  the  Nation  Health  Service  Act  came  into 
force,  the  majority  of  the  Health  Services  in  the  area  became 
the  responsibility  of  the  Somerset  County  Council.,  There  ha3 
been  no  change  in  administration  since..  Last  year  the  services 
were  satisfactory. 

Ma tern Ity  Service s . 

The  majority  of  the  work  of  the  Maternity  Service  is  done  by 
the  general  practitioners  in  the  town,  assisted  by  the  District 
Nurse.  Many  expectant  mothers  choose  to  have  their  antenatal 
supervision  carried  out  solely  by  their  own  doctor.  The  general 
practitioners  attend  the  majority  of  home  confinements  personally 
and  all  those  taking  place  at  Crewkerne  Hospital,  where  a consider- 
able number  of  Ilminster  mothers  go.  It  is  the  general 
practitioners  who  assess  the  need  for  specialist  opinions  or 
treatment,  and  who  conduct  the  post-natal  examinations.  It  is 
on  their  shoulders  that  the  responsibility  for  the  correct 
handling  of  the  problems  rests,  as  well  as  a great  deal  of  the 
actual  work. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

A child  welfare  clinic  is  held  every  week  and  a doctor  is  in 
attendance  once  a fortnight  and  on  the  alternative  sessions  the 
district  nurses  answer  all  queries  and  are  present  to  assist 
mothers  who  are  in  difficulties.  Transport  is  provided  for 
mothers  living  in  outlying  villages.  1952  was  a year 
steady  progress  at  the  centre.  Pull  details  will  be  seen  in 
Appendix  B,  Table  I.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  doctor 
examined  93  children  and  in  all  256  medical  consultations  were 
given.  Diphtheria  immunisation  was  commenced  at  this  clinic 
for  the  first  time  this  year. 

Immunisation 

Private  practitioners  in  the  town  do  most  of  the  immunisa- 
tion of  children  under  five  years  and  I myself  carry  out 
Immunisation  in  the  schools.  I did  98  children  during  the  year. 
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Vaccination 


Vaccination  is  carried  out  by  private  practitioners  at  the 
request  of  parents.  Unfortunately  numbers  are  not  very  satisfac- 
tory. A total  of  15  only  were  recorded  in  1952,  this  included  4 
re-vaccinations. 

D omlciliary  Nursing. 

This  is  one  of  the  duties  of  the  District  Nurse.  During  1952 
she  made  approximately  3*512  visits  to  homes  for  various  reasons. 
When  this  number  is  considered  it  will  be  quickly  realised  how 
invaluable  her  work  is  to  the  town. 

Health  Visiting. 

The  health  visiting  of  the  town  is  done  by  Mrs.  Pitt  and  the 
District  Nurse.  The  former  does  all  school  medical  inspections 
follows  up  cases  of  defects  and  where  necessary  visits  the  home  and 
advises  on  the  treatment  required.  Mrs.  Pitt  is  also  the 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  and  regularly  see  all  persons  on  the 
Register. 

Heme  Help. 

This  service  is  organised  by  the  County  Council  and  the  area 
organiser  for  Ilminster  visits  each  house  in  response  to  a request 
for  help  and  having  assessed  the  need  then  arranges  for  the  home 
help  to  attend  as  necessary. 

Ambulance 

During  the  year  the  ambulance  dealt  with  248  calls,  involving 
a mileage  of  6,635*  As  a result  of  my  appeal  in  last  year’s  Annual 
Report  two  new  members  joined  the  Ilminster  Red  Cross  Ambulance 
Service  this  year,  which  is  encouraging.  The  Ambulance  continues 
to  be  under  the  care  and  supervision  of  Commandant  Seaward. 

National  Assistance  Act 

Two  persons  were  found  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention 
during  the  year  but  in  neither  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  re- 
sort to  the  Statutory  powers  to  secure  their  admission  to  hospital. 

School  Medical  Service 

This  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Somerset  County  Council  and  I 
I as  their  representative  have  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  area 
during  the  year.  Appendix  B,  Table  2 gives  the  details  of  my 
inspections.  _cu_ 


The  health  of  the  children  of  the  area  during  the  year  was 
good.  The  re-instatement  of  the  Secondary  Modern  School  was 
completed  and  now  this  is  a very  fine  school  with  excellent  facilities 
for  the  children.  They  have  their  own  self-contained  kitchen,  a 
very  great  improvement  on  the  previous  method  of  obtaining  the  school 
meals  from  a central  depot. 

School  Dental  Service 

Unfortunately  there  is  still  no  dentist  for  this  area  and  no 
inspections  were  carried  out  in  1952 ° Appendix  B,  Table  2 shows 
the  dates  on  which  the  last  routine  dental  inspection  was  carried  out 
in  each  school, 

Oph t ha lm i c Services. 

Children  have  been  referred  to  the  County  Occulist  and  he  has 
dealtnwith  all  cases  of  defective  vision  at  local  centres.  The 
supply  of  glasses  has  now  become  satisfactory  and  there  have  been  no 
periods  of  abnormal  waiting. 

Only  one  complaint  of  unsatisfactory  service  was  received.  This 
was  investigated  and  there  has  been  no  recurrence. 

•Orthop ac'dlc  Services. 

Clinics  are  held  in  Taunton  and  where  necessary  transport  has 
been  provided  for  children  in  the  Ilminster  area  to  enable  them  to 
keep  their  appointments. 


SECTION  a. 


Pr evalsnce  of  ar)d  Control  over  Inf ectlous  P iseas e s, 

A summary  of  the  diseases  notified  during  the  year  will  be 
found  in  Appendix  C,  Table  1® 

It  will  be  seen  that  it  was  a very  satisfactory  year  as  far 
as  infectious  diseases  were  concerned  and  only  10  cases  were 
notified.  There  was  one  case  of  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  in  a 
child  of  two  and  a half  years  who  contracted  the  illness  while 
away  on  holiday.  He  was  admitted  to  Taunton  Isolation  Hospital. 

There  was  no  visit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  to  the  town 
during  the  year,  their  second  visit  being  due  in  the  early  part  of 
1953-  However,  a number  of  employees  at  the  Standard  Telephone 
Company  who  reside  in  Ilminster  were  X-rayed  when  the  Unit 
visited  the  factory. in  September. 
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SECTION  D 


A.  Sanitary  Circumstances 
Climatic  conditions 

The  weather  was  again  extremely  wet  during  the  year  hut  there 
was  slightly  more  sun  than  in  the  previous  one.  However,  there 
was  no  flooding  in  the  area. 

Water  Supply . 

The  supply  was  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  It  was  also 
satisfactory  in  quantity  with  the  exception  of  a short  period  when 
there  was  a break  in  the  main  supply.,  Sampling  was  carried  out  and 
all  were  satisfactory 0 Appendix  D,  Table  1 gives  details. 

Three  small  extensions  were  made  during  the  year  to  (l)  the 
Higher  Beacon  Private  Enterprise  Housing  Site,  (2)  Butts  Council 
Housing  Site  and  (3)  to  the  Crescent  Housing  Site. 

Drainage  and  Sewage 

The  method  of  sewage  disposal  is  unchanged  and  is  not  satisfac- 
tory* Plans  for  the  proper  disposal  of  the  town’s  sewage  are  being 
prepared  and  I hope  to  be  able  to  give  a satisfactory  report  in  this 
connection  next  year.  As  I reported  last  year  work  was  necessary 
on  the  sewers  in  High  Street.  This  was  completed  and  in  addition 
extensions  were  made  at  The  Crescent  Housing  Site  and  at  the  Butts 
Site. 

Public  Cleansing 

This  is  done  by  direct  labour  and  refuse  is  collected  once  weekly. 
The  tip  is  now  very  well  controlled  aud  there  was  no  recurrence  of 
the  trouble  reported  last  year. 

Rodent  Control 

Routine  inspections  were  carried,  out  d.uring  the  year.  Test 
baiting  of  sewers  was  also  done.  The  survey  of  the  whole  town  was 
completed. 

B.  Factories  and  Workshops 

Details  of  inspections  will  be  found  in  Appendix  D,  Table  2. 

There  were  no  instances  of  disease  requiring  my  investigation. 

Housing 

Appendix  D,  Table  3 shows  the  progress  made  during  the  year  and 

also  the  total  number  completed  since  the  was. 
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It  will  be  seen 


that  there  are  still  a large  number  of  houses  required  to  house 
applicants  and  replace  those  considered  to  be  unfit. 

C . Inspect ion  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk.  There  are  four  registered  distributors  and  one 
registered  dairy  premise  in  the  area.  No  sampling  was  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  this  being  undertaken  by  the 
County  Council®  The  standard  of  milk  supplied  to  the  residents 
of  Ilminster  has  improved  very  considerably  in  the  last  two  years. 
The  milk  itself  is  of  high  quality  and  the  standard  cleanliness 
of  the  dairies  and  the  condition  of  the  bottles,  caps,  etc.  is 
very  much  better.  This  applies  to  all  but  one  retailer  whose 
methods  are  not  considered  satisfactory  and  he  is  being  closely 
observed  in  the  hope  that  he  will  soon  improve  his  technique  of 
distribution. 

Ice  Cri-am  There  are  eight  retailers  of  ice  cream  in  the 
town.  None  of  these  are  manufacturers  and  they  sell  pre-packed 
products. 

Meat  There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  area.  The  methods  by 
which  the  meat  is  transported  into  Ilminster  continued  to  be  under 
observation  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  In  all  respects. 

Bye-Laws  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 
came  into  operation  on  14th  August,  195°  And  inspections  and 
informal  suggestions  have  been  carried  out  under  these  bye-laws . 
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APPENDIX  A TABLE  1. 


Registrar  G-eneral’s  estimate  of  population 

. 

mid  1952  0 . « . » 
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* 0 0 0 0 cl  % 
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Area  . . . . . 

OOOOC  0 9 O O C 

J e • 0 0 

531  acres 

Number  of  inhabited  hous 
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O O © e 0 
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£58 

APPENDIX  A 

BIRTH  RATS  15.3 

TABLE  2. 

M 

F 

Live  Births 

Total 

19 

21 

Legitimate 

19 

20 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

Still  Births 

Total 

— 

Death  of  Infants  under 

Total 



1 

1 year. 

Legitimate 
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1 

Illegitimate 
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— 

APPENDIX  A 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS 

TABLE  3 . 

Total 

M 

F 

28 

19 

9 

Death  Rate  10 • 7 

Causes  of  Death 

Heart  Disease 

Total 

10 

6 

4 

Diseases  of  the 

Circulation 

5 

4 

1 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

5 

3 

2 

Pulmonary  Diseases 

4 

4 
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Accidents. 
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Congenital  Malformations  1 
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Nephritis 
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1 
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Other  Diseases 

(ill  defined) 
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1 

APPENDIX  B TABLE  1 


Ilminster  Infant  Welfare  Centre 


Statist! on  for  the  twelve  months  ended  '--let  December,  195P 


1.  Number  of  children  who  first  attended  during  the  year  and  who 

on  the  attendance  were  r- 

(a)  Under  1 year  of  age  0,0  60 
(c)  Over  1 year  of  age  . , . IB 

2.  Number  of  children  in  attendance  at  end  of  year  who  were  then:- 

(a)  Under  1 year  of  age  ...  49 

(b)  over  1 year  of  age  ...110 


t)  ° 
4« 


6. 

7. 


Number  of  children  who  attended  the  Centre  during  the  year 


178 


Total  attendances  during  the  year  made  by:- 

(a)  Children  under  1 year  ... 

(b)  Children  over  1 year  ... 

( c } 1-0  oilers  ...  ...  ... 


Average  attendances  per  session  ofs- 

(a)  Children  under  1 year  ... 

(b)  Children  over  1 year  ... 
(o)  Mothers 


o © • e 9 9 


785 

832 

1,242 


igj? 

16 

20$ 


Number  of  individual  mothers  who  attended  during  the  year. . 129< 


(a)  Total  number  of  sessions  held  

(i)  With  Medical  Officer  ... 

(ii)  Other  sessions  ...  ... 

(b)  Number  of  children  examined  by  Doctor  . 

(c)  Total  number  of  medical  consultations  . 
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APPENDIX  C TABLE  1 


Infectious  Diseases 


Scarlet  Fever 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Food  Poisoning. 


1 

2 


ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED 

Under 

i yr.  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-35  35-45  45-65  65-4. 

Scarlet  Fever  1 2 

Pneumonia  1 1 

Poliomyelitis  1 

Food  Poisoning  1 1 


i-roup 


- 1 
1-  5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65+ 


Total 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Respiratory  Non- Respiratory  respiratory  Non-Respiratory 
M F M ' F M F M F 


1 

1 
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APPENDIX  D 


TABLE  1 


IP: ter  Suppl y . 

Piped  Supplies  - results  of  samples  taken  for  analysis s 

Raw  Water  Treated  after  going  into  supply 


Bacteriological  Chemical 

Satis-  Unsatis-  Satis-  Un satis - 

factory  factory  factory  fa. story 


Water  Supplies  from  public  mains: 
Direct  to  Houses 

No.  of  Dwelling  houses.  Population. 
620  1,900 


D&cisriologj  oal  Chemical 

Sa.tj.s-  Unsatis-  Satis-  Unsatis- 
faoiory  factory  f aotory  factory 

6 1 -• 

By  means  of  Standpipes 

No.  of  Dwelling-  Population 
houses 

25O  75O 


APPENDIX  D TABLE  2 


Factories  Act  1937° 


Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to 
Health  (including  Inspections  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector) 


Premises 

Factories  in  which 
Section  1,2, 3,4, 

Number  oil 
Register 

inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

and  6.  are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorltieso 

17 

25 

Factories  not  in- 

eluded  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

13 

15 

Total  30  40 


Outwork 


No.  of  outworkers 
in  August  List 

required  by  Section  110  5 (making  wearing  apparel) 
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APPENDIX  D TAgLB 


Housing 


Houses 

during 

erected 
the  year 

Houses  in  course  Conversion  Temporary 
of  erection  to  Flats  or  such  as 

Dwellings  Army  Huts 

Local  Authority 
Local  Authority 

Perm. 

16 

T eir.p  0 

0 b 0 » 

Perm.  Temp.  Perm.  Tenro,  Perm.  Temp. 

12 

Private  Enter- 
prise 

5 

— 

11  - 

Totals 

21 

— 

23  - 

Inclusive  of  those  above  built  during  the  year: 

Total  number  of  houses  in  District,,,,..  ....  871 

n " 11  i!  owned  by  Local  Authority. . . 126 


No.  of  Post  War  Houses  ereotcd  to 
~Jl  st/'  Deco  mb  e v~  ~I~9u  1 1 

By  Local  Authority  By  Private  Enterprise. 


76 


20 


Programme  for  1953 


By 

By  Local  Authority  Private 

Enter- 

prise 

17  8 


(a)  No, of  unfit  houses  in  the  District  but  on  which  no 

formal  action  has  been  taken  .....  .....  .....  150 

(b)  No.  of  houses  that  have  been  condemned  under  the 

Housing  Acts  as  totally  unfit.....  .....  .....  Nil 

(c)  No,  of  houses  occupied  under  (a).....  .....  .....  lpO 

(d)  No.  of  houses  occupied  under  (b).....  . ...»  Nil 

(e)  No.  of  houses  found  overcrowded  .....  .....  15 


Houses  required 


(i)  To  replace  those  unfit  under  (a)  15^ 

(ii)  To  replace  those  unfit  under  (b)  .....  Nil 

(ill)  To  over  come  unsatisfactory  conditions, 

e.g.  two  families  living  in  same 

house  but  included  in  (i)  or  (ii)  . o...  'jO 


Totr&l  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of  the 

year. . 112 


-15- 
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